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Therefore, as a prisoner for the Lord, 
I encourage you to live as people 
worthy of the call you received from 
God. Conduct yourselves with all 
humility, gentleness, and patience. 



Accept each other with love, 
and make an effort 
to preserve the unity of the Spirit 
with the peace that ties you together. 



You are one body and one spirit, 
just as God also called you in one 
hope. There is one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, and one God and 
Father of all, who is over all, 
through all, and in all.

Ephesians 4:1-6
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Ground Rules for Today’s Gathering

The focus of this meeting is 
informational, 

to provide a context for your study, 
reflection, prayer, and discernment. 

This is not a debate
regarding the issues at hand.



Ground Rules for Today’s Gathering

Listening Session with the
TNUMC Delegation

Sunday, October 21, 2018
3:00 p.m.

Donelson Heights UMC



Ground Rules for Today’s Gathering

Paul’s teaching regarding 
the unity of the church 

undergirds everything that we do, 
as does Jesus’ prayer 

for church unity in John 17. 



Ground Rules for Today’s Gathering

We believe that ALL parties 
involved in the debate 
are followers of Jesus 

and that they all are trying to be 
faithful in their discipleship. 



Ground Rules for Today’s Gathering

The Way Forward and the Called 
General Conference are 

successors to the original 
Jerusalem Council in Acts 15 and 

is part of the tradition of our 
church in discerning God’s 

desires and plan. 



Ground Rules for Today’s Gathering

This process is not about 
determining winners and losers. 
This is about discerning the way 

forward in the practice of faith for 
the people called Methodists. 
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Understanding
UMC
Polity



Christmas Conference of 1784





Delegates to the 2019 GC



Delegates to the 2019 GC



Delegates to the 2019 GC
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How did
we get here?



1960
The first oral contraceptive was 

approved for use in the 
United States by the FDA.



1964
The Council on Religion and the 

Homosexual was formed out of the 
Glide Memorial UMC in 

San Francisco to promote 
conversation on 

same-gender sexuality



1965
The Supreme Court (in Griswold v. 
Connecticut) gave married couples 
the right to use birth control, ruling 

that it was protected in the 
Constitution as a right to privacy. 



1967
The Good News movement was 

founded by Rev. Charles Keysor, a 
Methodist pastor, focused on 

renewing “scriptural Christianity.”



1968

The Uniting Conference to form
The United Methodist Church



1968

The Uniting Conference to form
The United Methodist Church



1968
• Martin Luther King Jr. assassinated
• Robert Kennedy assassinated
• Vietnam and student protests
• Summer of Love
• Sexual revolution



1968
The United Methodist Church

• Ended the segregated church
• Called for the church to consider a 

theology of sexuality
• Spoke against societal discrimination 

against people who are dealing with 
“sexual problems, including homosexuals

• Supported “responsible parenthood” 
through the use of birth control



1972
The General Conference stated for the 
first time in the Social Principles that 
“…we do not condone the practice of 

homosexuality and consider this 
practice incompatible with Christian 

teaching.



1972
“We declare that homosexuals no less 

than heterosexuals are persons of 
sacred worth…”

“…all persons are entitled to have their 
human and civil rights ensured.”



1976
• Incompatibility clause upheld
• Funding for organizations working 

toward full inclusion of homosexuals in 
the church is forbidden

• The first calls begin for a study 
committee on the issue



1980
• Incompatibility clause upheld
• A petition to ban ordination and 

appointment of self-avowed 
homosexuals was defeated. 

• The General Conference approves a 
churchwide study on homosexuality



1984
• Incompatibility clause upheld

• Outside of the General Conference, the 
Reconciling Congregations program 
calling for full inclusion of LGBTQ 
persons is founded.



1988
• Incompatibility clause upheld

but softened by adding:
“We affirm God’s grace is available to all 
and commit ourselves to be in ministry 
for and with all persons.”

• Appoints a commission for a church wide 
study on homosexuality, which would 
meet during the next 4 years and make a 
report in 1992.



1992
• Confessing Movement founded to 

oppose the report of the study 
commission – Memphis Declaration

• The commission calls for the 
incompatibility clause to be removed 
from the Discipline. The 
recommendation is defeated. 

• Protests on the floor of the General 
Conference begin for the first time after 
pro LGBTQ persons are not allowed to 
speak. 



1996
• Council of Bishops acknowledges 

division within their body over the issue 
of homosexuality

• A prohibition against UM clergy and 
churches being used for same-sex union 
ceremonies is added to the Social 
Principles



1997
The Rev. Jimmy Creech performs a 
same-sex union believing that the 

prohibition is merely instructive since it 
is located in the Social Principles.

He was tried and acquitted. 



1998
First conversations regarding schism 

around the differences in the church on 
homosexuality begin. 



2000
• Protests by pro LGBTQ groups lead to the 

arrest of 158 persons, including 30 
removed and arrested from the floor of 
the General Conference, including several 
bishops. 

• The prohibition against same-sex unions 
was moved from the Social Principles to 
the section on the ministry of the 
ordained. 



2000
• Prior to the General Conference, Good 

News sent videos to all the delegates 
encouraging progressives to separate 
from the denomination. 



2004
• New charges are added for ministry 

about infidelity in marriage, celibacy in 
singleness, being a self-avowed 
homosexual, and conduction same-sex 
unions. 

• Protests continue
• Serious talks of schism begin, however 

the General Conference adopts a 
statement of unity at the end of the 
conference.



2008
• For the 10th time, the General Conference 

upholds the incompatibility clause with a 
vote of 516 for and 415 against. 

• Upheld all the previous language
• Protests continued



2012
• Sexuality legislation generally not 

considered after the presiding bishop 
attempted to close the meeting during 
protests from the floor. 

• Incompatibility clause retained
• State claiming that we are divided as a 

church was rejected. 



2016



2016
• The General Conference asked the 

Council of Bishops to discern a way 
forward given the divisions in the church. 

• The General Conference authorized the 
adoption of a plan which would allow the 
Bishops to convene a commission to 
study if there was a way forward and to 
make a report to a special called General 
Conference in 2019. 
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5 Plans
• 3 Official Plans

• One Church Plan*
• Connectional Conference Plan
• Traditional Plan

• 2 From Outside Groups
• Simple Plan
• Dissolution Plan

*Recommended by majority of Council of Bishops



One Church Plan

Why?
To allow as much space as possible between 
differing theological views, 
while still maintaining the unity 
of our connection.



One Church Plan

What?
• Removes restrictive language in the Book 

of Discipline regarding same-sex unions 
and ordination of LGBTQ persons.

• Adds language that allows churches and 
clergy the freedom of conscience in 
performing or hosting same-sex 
marriages. 



One Church Plan

What?
• Boards of Ordained Ministries and the 

Clergy Session of the Annual Conference 
would set boundaries about the 
ordination of LGBTQ persons.

• Bishops would work with congregations 
to accommodate theological 
understandings of homosexuality in 
setting appointments. 



Connectional Conferences 
Plan

Why?
To allow our connectional, institutional 
church to remain powerful and able to reach 
many people, while allowing for diversity of 
opinion and re-organizing to honor that 
diversity.



Connectional Conferences 
Plan

What?
• This plan would designate three 

connectional conferences based on 
affinity: Progressive, Traditional, and 
Unity. 

• Each Annual Conference would vote to 
affiliate with one of the conferences.



Connectional Conferences 
Plan

What?
• Clergy would also choose a connectional 

conference, which may involve a transfer 
from one Annual Conference to another, 
in order to be true to conscience.

• In theory, clergy and churches would be 
of the same affinity in making 
appointments in each Annual Conference 
that is part of a given connectional 
conference.



Traditional Plan
Why?
To honor what is seen as a traditional 
Scriptural interpretation about 
homosexuality, and to more strongly 
enforce the language, penalties, and rules 
related to homosexuality in the UMC.



Traditional Plan
What?
• This plan puts more “teeth” into the 

processes already in place for 
disobedience to our current Book of 
Discipline. 

• Clergy and Annual Conferences must 
certify that they will uphold the current 
Disciplinary language, or are urged to 
leave and join together as another, 
affiliated denomination.



Traditional Plan
What?
• Bishops also must certify that they will 

uphold current Discipline, or be urged to 
leave the UMC.
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Simple Plan
Who?
Put forth by the 
United Methodist Queer Clergy Caucus



Simple Plan
Why?
As a reaction to what is seen as 
discrimination in all three of the official 
plans put forth by the Commission on the 
Way Forward, those who support this plan 
believe it opens the church up for new 
members and opportunities.



Simple Plan
What?
• Simply removes ALL restrictive language 

currently in the Book of Discipline.
• No replacement language or language 

about freedom of conscience. 
• It is assumed that no one will be forced to 

go against their theological beliefs in 
regards to homosexuality



Dissolution Plan
Who?
Submitted by Rev. Keith Boyette, the 
president of the Wesleyan Covenant 
Association (conservative caucus 
movement). Boyette is a former member of 
The Judicial Council.



Dissolution Plan
Why?
As a way for all churches to be free to leave 
and take their property with them. The 
rationale is that no church should be 
obligated to be in a ministry to which they 
are not “passionately and freely 
committed.” The plan takes the view that 
the differences currently at play in the UMC 
are irreconcilable.



Dissolution Plan
What?
• To dissolve the entire United Methodist 

Church. 
• It would require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of 

the General Conference because it would 
suspend the church’s constitution.

• It would then have to be ratified by 2/3 of 
the members of the annual conferences. 



Your questions?



TNUMC GC2019 Page
www.tnumc.org/general-conferen

ce-2019/



TNUMC GC2019 Prayer Page
www.tnumc.org/praying-our-way-

forward/



Delegation Listening 
Session

Next Sunday, October 21
3:00 p.m.

Donelson Heights UMC
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